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treacherous ; but no doubt there are good points
in them which careful fostering may bring out. For
instance, they have been tried in certain Military
Police Battalions, and those who have had command
of them speak well of their soldierly qualities and the
readiness with which they come under our notions
of discipline, etc. In 1898 they came under fire for
the first time and acquitted themselves in a praise-
worthy manner.

Myitkhyina, the important and most northerly of
our frontier stations in the Kachin country, is on the
Irrawadi some 1,400 miles from its mouth, and in
fairly close contact with the Chinese borderland which
is guarded by the strong outposts east of the river
of Sima, Sadon, Seneku, Htagaw, and to which
Hpimaw has recently been added ; all of which are
in helio communication with Myitkhyina. It lies in
a broad, well-watered plain, and is now a model
cantonment well laid out, with good roads, comfort-
able bungalows, and well-built lines for a strong
Military Police Battalion of Goorkhas, who furnish
the outposts and keep watch and ward over the wild
tract of little-known country which has frequently
been a source of trouble either of raids, smuggling,
or demarcation difficulties. Myitkhyina in its early
days suffered some vicissitudes, and at one time was
so badly raided by Kachins (1893) that an undignified
stampede of all in the place occurred, who fell back
on Bhamo. It is now connected with the outer world
by railway to Mandalay and Rangoon.